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ARTSEMERSON PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE BOSTON PREMIERE OF  

DOWN A DARK STAIRWELL  
A SHARED STORIES FILM SERIES PRESENTATION  

***** 
DIRECTED BY NEWTON, MA NATIVE URSULA LIANG 

 

***** 
PREMIERES FEBRUARY 05 @ 7:30PM ET,  

FOLLOWED BY A LIVE PANEL DISCUSSION 
 

***** 
ON-DEMAND STREAMING AVAILABLE THROUGH FEBRUARY 07 @ 10:00PM ET 

 
[Boston, MA – Friday, January 22, 2021] – ArtsEmerson, Boston’s leading presenter of contemporary stage 
and screen artistry from around the world and the professional presenting and producing organization at 
Emerson College, is proud to announce the digital premiere of Down a Dark Stairwell, a Shared Stories Film 
Series presentation, opening Friday, February 05 at 7:30PM ET, followed by a live panel discussion with 
director Ursula Liang and moderated by Denise Khor of UMASS Boston at 9:00PM ET. The documentary and 
panel discussion will be available for on-demand streaming through Sunday, February 07 at 10:00PM ET. 
 
Detailing one of the largest Asian-American protests in history and a key event in the emerging Black Lives 
Matter movement, Down a Dark Stairwell is an unflinching documentary directed by Ursula Liang, revealing 
the insidious effects of White supremacy in American society, persisting even when the participants on both 
sides of a conflict are people of color. 
 
ArtsEmerson’s Executive Director, David C. Howse, shares, “We are thrilled to be working with brilliant 
filmmaker and Massachusetts native Ursula Liang to present her topical and pivotal documentary film. Down a 
Dark Stairwell weaves a complex story of racial clash in American society and Liang remains even-handed 
throughout to get a sense of what is at risk for the people of color on both sides of the conflict.  ArtsEmerson’s 
hope through the Shared Stories Film Series is to break down invisible barriers and allow people to share their 
stories through film, creating a space to find commonalities among strangers. We have a commitment to build 
conversation and unite diverse communities through the power of cinema.” 
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Ursula Liang                                                       Down a Dark Stairwell production still 
(Photo by Alethea Pace)                                    (Photo still by Ursula Liang) 
 
In Down a Dark Stairwell, a Chinese-American police officer shoots and kills an unarmed Black man in a 
darkened stairwell of a New York City housing project in 2014, setting off a firestorm of emotion and calls for 
accountability. In 2016, Peter Liang became the first NYPD officer convicted of an on duty shooting in over a 
decade, inciting a complicated fight for justice wherein two communities were thrust into the uneven criminal 
justice system together. Newton, MA native Ursula Liang directs what John Raphling, Senior Researcher of 
Human Rights Watch calls “a crucial American story of how divisions among racial minorities ultimately serve 
white supremacy.” 
 
“I'm thrilled to be partnering with ArtsEmerson for the Boston premiere of Down a Dark Stairwell,” says 
director Ursula Liang. “I grew up in nearby Newton, MA and have been waiting for the opportunity to bring this 
story to my hometown. I hope that this case—though based in New York—resonates with audiences across 
the country; the issues it surfaces, police accountability, solidarity, and our uneven legal system are urgent 
ones for us all to grapple with.” 
 
UMASS Boston is a community partner for this engagement, UMASS Boston supporters include Cinema 
Studies Program, Asian American Studies Program, American Studies Program, and the Mellon Foundation. 
 
Tickets for Down a Dark Stairwell are Pick Your Price (ranging from $5 - $25) and may be reserved here. 
 

For production stills and other media kit assets, click here. 
 

LISTINGS INFORMATION FOR DOWN A DARK STAIRWELL 
 

Dates: 
Premieres on February 05 @ 7:30PM ET 
Streaming on-demand through February 07 @ 10:00PM ET 
 
Venue: 
This event will be streamed via a dedicated digital streaming platform, and each person who reserves tickets 
will be provided with a unique access password and instructions for viewing. Any device with internet access 
will stream, and no special software is required. There are a number of viewing options available, including use 
of Apple TV and Roku TV. For more information, please see ArtsEmerson’s Streaming FAQs page here. 
  
Ticket Information: 
Tickets for Down a Dark Stairwell are Pick Your Price (ranging from $5 - $25) 
Reserve: Tickets may be reserved online here or by phone at 617-824-8400 (Hours: Tue-Sat 12-6PM). 
 
Content: 
Coarse language, impressionistic representations of violence.  
 
 

FILM CREDITS 
 

Director: Ursula Liang 
Producer: Rajal Pitroda 
Consulting Producer: Chanelle Aponte Pearson 
Editor: Michelle Chang 
Editor: J.M. Harper 
Composer: Andrew Orkin 
Executive Producers: Sally Jo Fifer, Lois Vossen 
Supervising Producer: Shana Swanson 
 

https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=Dark-Stairwell&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/article/mediakit-Dark-Stairwell
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=streaming-faq&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=Dark-Stairwell&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=


 
ABOUT URSULA LIANG 

 
Ursula Liang is a journalist-turned-filmmaker. She worked at The New York Times Op-Docs, T: The New York 
Times Style Magazine, ESPN The Magazine, Asia Pacific Forum on WBAI, StirTV, the Jax Show, and Hyphen 
Magazine, and she currently freelances as a film and television producer. Various producing credits include: 
One October, Tough Love, Wo Ai Ni Mommy, Spartan Ultimate Team Challenge, UFC Primetime. She 
directed, produced and shot the award-winning film, 9-Man: A Streetball Battle in the Heart of Chinatown, 
which aired on public television and was called an "absorbing documentary" by The New York Times. Down a 
Dark Stairwell is her second feature as a director. Ursula is a Brown Girls Doc Mafia board member and 
belongs to A-DOC and Film Fatales. She lives in The Bronx, NY and grew up in Newton, MA. 
 
 

PRESENTER INFORMATION 
 
ArtsEmerson  
ArtsEmerson’s mission is to bring people together to experience powerful performances that delight, provoke, 
and inspire, celebrating both our differences and common humanity. Founded in 2010 by Robert J. Orchard — 
the year the U.S. Census confirmed there was no single cultural majority in Boston — we committed to building 
a cultural institution that reflects the diversity of our city. Our imaginative season of globe-spanning 
performances, film, and dialogue invites each of us to be part of a Boston that is more creative, equitable, and 
connected. ArtsEmerson is led by Artistic Director, David Dower and Executive Director, David Howse. For 
more information visit ArtsEmerson.org. 
 
Emerson College  
ArtsEmerson and HowlRound Theatre Commons both operate from within the Emerson College Office of the 
Arts. Based in Boston, Massachusetts, opposite the historic Boston Common and in the heart of the city’s 
Theatre District, Emerson College educates individuals who will solve problems and change the world through 
engaged leadership in communication and the arts, a mission informed by liberal learning. The College has 
3,780 undergraduates and 670 graduate students from across the United States and 50 countries. Supported 
by state-of-the-art facilities and a renowned faculty, students participate in more than 90 student organizations 
and performance groups. Emerson is known for its experiential learning programs in Los Angeles, Washington, 
DC, the Netherlands, London, China, and the Czech Republic as well as its new Global Portals, with the first 
program launching this fall in Paris. The College has an active network of 39,000 alumni who hold leadership 
positions in communication and the arts. For more information, visit Emerson.edu. For media inquiries specific 
to Emerson College, please contact Michelle Gaseau (E: Michelle_Gaseau@emerson.edu, O: 617-824-3547, 
C: 617-429-2624). 
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