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ARTSEMERSON PRESENTS 

 SHARED STORIES:  
ENCORE PRESENTATIONS 

 
 

***** 
PART OF THE MONTHLY SHARED STORIES FILM SERIES,  

DEDICATED TO STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY,  
CONVERSATION, AND CONNECTION THROUGH CINEMA   

 
 

PRESENTED IN COLLABORATION WITH BOSTON ASIAN AMERICAN FILM 
FESTIVAL, BOSTON LATINO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL AND ROXBURY 

INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL  

***** 
ON-DEMAND STREAMING AVAILABLE  

FEBRUARY 24 @ 7:00PM ET – FEBRUARY 28 @ 10:00PM ET 
 

[Boston, MA – Tuesday, February 16, 2021] – ArtsEmerson, Boston’s leading presenter of contemporary 
stage and screen artistry from around the world and the professional presenting and producing organization at 
Emerson College, is proud to announce Shared Stories, a monthly film series in collaboration with the Boston 
Asian American Film Festival (BAAFF), Boston Latino International Film Festival (BLIFF), and the Roxbury 
International Film Festival (RoxFilm). This series seeks to utilize the shared experience of cinema to build 
community, to create conversation across difference, and to increase the experience of connectedness 
between audiences, artists and organizations.  
 
Beginning Wednesday, February 24 at 7:00PM ET and continuing through Sunday, February 28 at 10:00PM 
ET, Shared Stories: Encore Presentations will offer a selection of feature films and shorts presentations 
available via on-demand streaming on ArtsEmerson’s digital platform.  
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ArtsEmerson’s Executive Director, David C. Howse, shares, “We are very excited to announce the Shared 
Stories film series as ArtsEmerson remains committed to making efforts to connect with our communities and 
to provide a place of belonging, both in our programming and in our venues. We are hopeful the shared 
experience of cinema will open dialogue about many of the issues challenging our sense of unity across 
difference.” 
 
The Spotlight event during Encore Presentations is the Boston premiere of Our Right to Gaze: Black Film 
Identities, a collection of six shorts that range from gripping dramas to heart-warming comedies, identifying 
timely stories from Black artists that take viewers outside of the ordinary. Our Right to Gaze will also feature a 
post-film conversation with filmmaker Toryn Seabrooks (A Hollywood Party), Our Right to Gaze curator 
Curtis Ceasar John, and Shared Stories Festival Directors. Both the film and post-film conversation will be 
closed captioned.  
 
Shared Stories: Encore Presentations will also include two feature presentations - Savages, Servants and 
Specialty Acts directed by Michael Dennis demonstrates how Black Identity is largely dictated by The White 
Imagination. Using rare film clips and archival footage, film historian Charles Woods demonstrates how we 
were indoctrinated into a belief system of White Supremacy and Black Inferiority through the use of the motion 
picture, and how this perpetuates itself in mass media. The second feature presentation, ALTERNATIVE 
FACTS: The Lies of Executive Order 9066 directed by Jon Osaki reveals the false information and political 
influences which led to the World War II incarceration of Japanese Americans. 
 
Encore Presentations also includes three different shorts programs which will feature impressive works of 
cinema by talented filmmakers Guenny K. Pires (The Volcano’s Last Wish), Sam Vinal (L’Eau Est La Vie), 
Katsitsionni Fox (Without a Whisper – KONNON:KWE), Eric Stange (Activized), Miguel Angel Caballero 
(Acuitzeramo), and Alexandra Cueuerdo (Dancing On My Own). 
 
Tickets are Pick Your Price, with The Spotlight Presentation and Feature Presentations ranging from $5 - $25, 
and the other Shorts offerings ranging from Free - $25. Tickets may be reserved 24/7 at ArtsEmerson.org or by 
calling the ArtsEmerson Box Office at 617-824-8400 (open Tue-Sat from 12:00PM ET - 6:00PM ET). The 
physical Box Office remains closed at this time. 
 

For production stills and other media kit assets, click here. 
 

LISTINGS INFORMATION FOR SHARED STORIES 
 

Dates: 
February 24 @ 7:00PM ET – February 28 @ 10:00PM ET 
 
Presented by: 
ArtsEmerson, Boston Asian American Film Festival, Boston Latino International Film Festival, and Roxbury 
International Film Festival 
 
Viewing: 
This event will be streamed via ArtsEmersion’s digital platform, and each person who reserves tickets will be 
provided with a unique access password and instructions for viewing. Any device with internet access will 
stream, and no special software is required. There are a number of viewing options available, including use of 
Apple TV and Roku TV. For more information, please see ArtsEmerson’s Streaming FAQs page here. 
  
Prices: 
Tickets for Shared Stories: Encore Presentations are Pick Your Price:  
Spotlight Presentation and Feature Presentations price options from $5 - $25 

https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=shared-stories-encore&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=mediakit-shared-stories&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=streaming-faq&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=


 
Other Shorts price options Free - $25 
 
Reservations: 
Online:  ArtsEmerson.org 
By Phone: 617-824-8400 - open Tue-Sat from 12:00PM ET - 6:00PM ET 
(The physical Box Office remains closed at this time.) 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT PRESENTATION 
 

Our Right to Gaze: Black Film Identities 
Curated by Curtis Caesar John 
75 mins 
View trailer 
In this collection of six shorts, filmmakers gaze at themselves and their world, attempting to make sense of 
what they see reflected back. From gripping drama to heart-warming comedy, Our Right to Gaze: Black Film 
Identities features timely stories from Black artists that take us outside of the ordinary. 
Through a mission-driven desire to highlight unseen voices and present a program that steps outside of 
impersonal plug-and-play virtual distribution models, the collection will rely on the film exhibition and 
distribution expertise of the participating organizations to engage a broad constituency of exhibitors and 
mentors via grassroots outreach, personal relationships, and direct conversation with the artists. 
Films & filmmakers in this collection include: 
Love in Submission - Director, Lande Yoosuf 
A Hollywood Party - Director, Toryn Seabrooks 
Auntie Zariyah - Director, Zora Bikangaga 
The Pandemic Chronicles - Director, Ya'Ke 
The Black Banshee - Director, John D. Haley, Jr. 
Nowhere - Director, Lin Que Young 
Content Advisory: The Pandemic Chronicles includes full nudity/mature content 
The Black Banshee includes police violence 
*Includes a post-presentation conversation with filmmakers 
**film and post-presentation conversation will be closed captioned 
 

FEATURE PRESENTATIONS 
 

Savages, Servants and Specialty Acts 
Directed by Michael Dennis 
75 mins 
View trailer 
Savages, Servants and Specialty Acts (2020 - Work-In-Progress) Slavery never ended. It is time we break 
the chains! While the physical enslavement of Africans may have been abolished in the United States in 1865, 
the mental enslavement of Blacks worldwide continues. Savages, Servants and Specialty 
Acts demonstrates how Black Identity is largely dictated by The White Imagination. Using rare film clips and 
archival footage, film historian Charles Woods demonstrates how we were indoctrinated into a belief system of 
White Supremacy and Black Inferiority through the use of the motion picture, and how this perpetuates itself 
in mass media. From the Tarzan movies of the 1930s to Black Panther and Queen & Slim, the subversive 
tricks still exist—even when Black filmmakers are in control. 
 
ALTERNATIVE FACTS: The Lies of Executive Order 9066 
Directed by Jon Osaki 
65 mins 
View trailer 
This film reveals the false information and political influences which led to the World War II incarceration of 
Japanese Americans. The film sheds light on the people and politics that influenced the signing of the 
infamous Executive Order 9066 which authorized the mass incarceration of nearly 120,000 Japanese 

https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=shared-stories-encore&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=shared-stories-encore&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://artsemerson.org/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=shared-stories-encore&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://youtu.be/WwIEMYGjoOM
https://youtu.be/WwIEMYGjoOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqKV0meCaQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqKV0meCaQs
https://www.alternativefacts9066.com/trailer
https://www.alternativefacts9066.com/trailer


 
Americans and exposed the lies used to justify the decision and the cover-up that went all the way to the 
United States Supreme Court. Alternative Facts will also examine the parallels to the current climate of fear, 
targeting of immigrant and religious communities, and similar attempts to abuse the powers of the government. 
*Includes a post-film conversation with the filmmaker 
 

SHORTS PROGRAM #1 
 

The Volcano’s Last Wish 
Directed by Guenny K. Pires 
25 mins 
A young black boy raised in a remote African village is entrusted by his great-grandfather with the mission of 
becoming the first visual storyteller for his homeland, the island of Fogo off the West Coast of Africa. 
 
L’Eau Est La Vie – Water is Life 
Directed by Sam Vinal 
25 mins 
On the banks of Louisiana, fierce Indigenous women are ready to fight—to stop the corporate blacksnake and 
preserve their way of life. They are risking everything to protect Mother Earth from the predatory fossil fuel 
companies that seek to poison it. 
 

SHORTS PROGRAM #2 
 

Without a Whisper – KONNON:KWE 
Directed by Katsitsionni Fox 
25 mins 
The untold story of how Indigenous women influenced the early suffragists in their fight for freedom and 
equality—shaking the foundation of the established history of the women’s rights movement in the United 
States. 
 
Activized 
Directed by Eric Stange 
38 mins 
This short film profiles a handful of ordinary Americans who – for the first time in their lives – have left their 
comfort zones and thrown themselves into a political cause. We follow their motivations, their goals, successes 
and failures, and how and why such activists are the embodiment of positive citizen participation in the best 
American tradition. 
*Includes a post-film conversation with the filmmaker 
 

SHORTS PROGRAM #3 
 
Acuitzeramo 
Directed by Miguel Angel Caballero 
15 mins 
After losing his gay partner of 15 years, Salvador must confront his late partner’s estranged son, Anthony, who 
was unaware of their relationship. 
 
Dancing On My Own 
Directed by Alexandra Cueurdo 
14 mins 
A love letter to the queer Asian experience, this short is inspired by New York's radical dance party Bubble_T. 
*Includes a post-film conversation with the filmmaker 
 
 

 
 



 
PRESENTER INFORMATION 

 
ArtsEmerson  
ArtsEmerson’s mission is to bring people together to experience powerful performances that delight, provoke, 
and inspire, celebrating both our differences and common humanity. Founded in 2010 by Robert J. Orchard — 
the year the U.S. Census confirmed there was no single cultural majority in Boston — ArtsEmerson is 
committed to building a cultural institution that reflects the diversity of our city. Our imaginative and globe-
spanning live and digital performances, films, and conversations invites each of us to be part of a Boston that 
is more creative, equitable, and connected. ArtsEmerson is led by Executive Director, David Howse. For more 
information visit ArtsEmerson.org. 
 
Emerson College  
ArtsEmerson and HowlRound Theatre Commons both operate from within the Emerson College Office of the 
Arts. Based in Boston, Massachusetts, opposite the historic Boston Common and in the heart of the city’s 
Theatre District, Emerson College educates individuals who will solve problems and change the world through 
engaged leadership in communication and the arts, a mission informed by liberal learning. The College has 
3,780 undergraduates and 670 graduate students from across the United States and 50 countries. Supported 
by state-of-the-art facilities and a renowned faculty, students participate in more than 90 student organizations 
and performance groups. Emerson is known for its experiential learning programs in Los Angeles, Washington, 
DC, the Netherlands, London, China, and the Czech Republic as well as its new Global Portals, with the first 
program launching this fall in Paris. The College has an active network of 39,000 alumni who hold leadership 
positions in communication and the arts. For more information, visit Emerson.edu. For media inquiries specific 
to Emerson College, please contact Michelle Gaseau (E: Michelle_Gaseau@emerson.edu, O: 617-824-3547, 
C: 617-429-2624). 
 
Boston Asian American Film Festival 
The Boston Asian American Film Festival (BAAFF) empowers Asian Americans through film by showcasing 
Asian American experiences and serving as a resource to filmmakers and the Greater Boston Community. 
BAAFF is a production of the Asian American Resource Workshop. BAAFF.org 
 
Boston Latino International Film Festival 
Since its inception in 2001, the Boston Latino International Film Festival has been committed to using the 
power of film to break stereotypes, bring cultures and communities together and reveal the complex issues that 
affect the Latinx community in the United States, Latin America and Spain. www.bliff.org  
 
Roxbury International Film Festival 
The Roxbury International Film Festival is the largest festival in New England that celebrates people of color. 
Our mission is to support diverse filmmakers by providing an opportunity for audiences to view their works and 
experience the stories often overlooked in mainstream media. RoxFilm continues to showcase and honor the 
works of emerging filmmakers of color as well as established filmmakers, and has become the largest festival 
in New England dedicated to this genre. 
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